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Introduction  

This student handbook serves as a basic orientation to the Master of Public 

Health (MPH) Program.  It is considered a supplement to the Eastern 

Kentucky University  Graduate Catalog and has been developed to provide 

additional information and guidance to current and prospective students in the 

Master of Public Health (MPH) Program. Included herein is information 

regarding application and admission procedures, Program descriptions, and 

requirements for completion of the Master of Public Health degree options. 
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Master of Public Health Program Overview 

The MPH Program is tailored to meet the needs of individuals working in or planning to 

work in a public health profession. Classes are offered on evenings, Saturdays, via the 

Internet and at KTLN sites throughout Kentucky. The Program consists of 21 semester 

hours of core requirements and 22 to 25 semester hours in one of the following options: 

Community Health Education (CHE) or Environmental Health Science (EHS). 

Vision 

The Eastern Kentucky University (EKU) MPH Program will be recognized at the state and 

national levels for providing a quality, diverse, student-focused education that is sustainable 

and adaptive to meet the evolving needs of the public health professions, and which fosters 

the development of public health values and ethical practice. 

Mission 

The mission of the Eastern Kentucky University Master of Public Health Program is to 

prepare competent public health practitioners who are able to enhance the health status and 

quality of life in local, state, regional, and global communities. 

Instructional  Goal 

The EKU MPH educational Program prepares professionals for broad-based practice in 

public health, through the integration of core competencies in the five areas of knowledge 

basic to public health (behavioral sciences, biostatistics, epidemiology, environmental health 

science, and public health administration) with specialized knowledge, competencies, and 

expertise in a selected public health discipline area. 

MPH Service Goal 

The faculty and students of Eastern Kentucky University Masters of Public Health Program 

serve the public health community by participating in partnerships and collaborative 

endeavors. 

MPH Scholarship Goal 

Faculty and students of the EKU Master of Public Health Program contribute to the theory 
and practice of public health through participation in scholarly activities. 
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Master of Public Health Program Overview, contd. 

 

Educational Program Objectives 

Students who complete the MPH degree will be able to: 

1. Contribute to the public health profession through sound professional public health 

attitudes, values, concepts and ethical practices. 

2. Recognize and facilitate diversity of thought, culture, gender and ethnicity through 

communication and collaboration. 

3. Participate in professional development, scholarship, service, and educational 

activities that contribute to public health. 

4. Integrate and apply the crosscutting knowledge and skills (competencies) within five 

core public health areas of knowledge (behavioral sciences, biostatistics, 

epidemiology, environmental health science, and public health administration). 

5. Demonstrate advanced knowledge and skills necessary for specialized roles within 

public health specific to community health or environmental health. 

MPH Program Competencies 

The MPH courses and other Program requirements relate directly to the accomplishment of 

the public health competencies and discipline-specific competencies.  Appendices A through 

D of this Handbook outline the competencies and highlight which competencies are 

specifically addressed in each course. 
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Organizational Structure of the EKU Master of Public Health Program 

 

The Master of Public Health Program at Eastern Kentucky University involves two 

departments in the College of Health Sciences. The Community Health Education (CHE) 

Program Option is housed in the Department of Health Promotion and Administration and 

the Environmental Health Science (EHS) Program Option is housed in the Department of 

Environmental Health Sciences. 

 

 
 

 

Office of the Dean 

College of Health Science  

[Dean and Associate Dean] 

Department of Health 

Promotion and Administration 

[Chair] 

Office of the MPH Program 

[MPH Director} 

CHE Option Coordinator 

 
MPH Work Groups 

Assessment Committee 

Curriculum Committee  

Admissions and Recruitment Committee 

Internal Advisory Committee 

Advisory Council
 

Legend
  

 __________
   Authority 

 
  - - - - - - - Communication 

 

Department of Environmental 

Health & CLS Sciences 

[Chair] 

EHS Option Coordinator 

 

Support Staff  

Graduate Assistants 

Student Workers 
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Administrative/Faculty Contacts 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR  

Dr. Vickie Sanchez 
MPH Director/Associate Professor 

Dizney 132 

859-622-4967 

vickie.sanchez@eku.edu  

DEPARTMENT CHAIRS  

Dr. Mike Ballard  

Chair/Associate Professor 

Health Promotion & Administration 

Begley 420 

(859) 622-1142 or 622-1916 

michael.ballard@eku.edu 

Dr. Donald Calitri  

Interim Chair/Emeritus 

Environmental Health Science 

Dizney 221 

(859) 622-3078 

donald.calitri@eku.edu 

OPTION COORDINATORS  

Dr.  Michelyn Bhandari 
CHE Coordinator/Assistant Professor 

Health Promotion & Administration 

Begley 424 

(859) 622-1145 

michelyn.bhandari@eku.edu  

Dr. Carolyn Harvey 
EHS Coordinator/Assistant Professor 

Environmental Health Science 

Dizney 210 

(859) 622-6342 

carolyn.harvey@eku.edu 

Dr. Darryl Barnett  

Associate Professor 

EHS Option (Dept. of EHS) 

db.barnett@eku.edu 

Prof. Joe Beck 

Full Professor 

EHS Option (Dept. of EHS) 

joe.beck@eku.edu 

Dr. Gary Brown  

Associate Professor 

EHS Option (Dept. of EHS) 

gary.brown@eku.edu 

Dr. Phyllis Bryden 

Assistant Professor 

CHE Option (Dept. of HPA) 

phyllis.bryden@eku.edu 

Ms.Karen Hunter  

Associate Professor 

CHE Option (Dept. of HPA) 

karen.hunter@eku.edu 

Dr. Derek Holcomb 

Associate Professor 

CHE Option (Dept. of HPA) 

derek.holcomb@eku.edu 

Dr. Steve Konkel 
Associate Professor 

EHS Option (Dept. of EHS) 

steve.konkel@eku.edu 

Dr. Laurie Larkin  

Assistant Professor 

CHE Option (Dept. of HPA) 

laurie.larkin@eku.edu 

Mr. Jim Rousey 

Director of MCHD/Adjunct Faculty 

james.rousey@ky.gov 

 

Dr. Merita Thompson 

Professor Emeritus 

CHE Option (Dept. of HPA) 

merita.thompson@eku.edu 

OTHER FACULTY IN THE MPH PROGRAM  

mailto:vickie.sanchez@eku.edu
mailto:%20michelyn.bhandari@eku.edu
mailto:%20michelyn.bhandari@eku.edu
mailto:michelyn.bhandari@eku.edu
mailto:michael.ballard@eku.edu
mailto:donald.calitri@eku.edu
mailto:michelyn.bhandari@eku.edu
mailto:%20michelyn.bhandari@eku.edu
mailto:db.barnett@eku.edu
mailto:Joe.beck@eku.edu
mailto:carolyn.harvey@eku.edu
mailto:michelyn.bhandari@eku.edu
mailto:karen.hunter@eku.edu
mailto:derek.holcomb@eku.edu
mailto:steve.konkel@eku.edu
mailto:laurie.larkin@eku.edu
mailto:vickie.sanchez@eku.edu
mailto:merita.thompson@eku.edu
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Admission Criteria, Deadlines and Procedures 

Admission Policies 

The Master of Public Health Program seeks to admit students who demonstrate the potential 

to be successful in graduate school, and who are committed to the public health profession, 

as evidenced by their interests, backgrounds, and experiences. While relevant work 

experience in public health is not a requirement for admission to the Program, knowledge of 

core public health values is an important factor when considering applicants to the MPH 

Program. In addition to this, admission standards reflect the requirements of the Graduate 

School as well as specific requirements and the mission of the Program. For admission into 

the Program, applicants must meet the following minimum requirements: 

 

1. Baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution with a GPA of 2.5 or better; 

2. Combined score of at least 800 on the verbal and quantitative components of the 

Graduate Record Exam (GRE) or a score of 380 on the Miller Analogies Test (MAT); 

3. Submission of graduate school application; 

4. Submission of MPH Program application;  

5. Submission of statement of personal and professional objectives (1½ to 2-pages); 

6. Submission of three letters of recommendation from employers or previous professors; 

and 

7. (for International applicants) a TOEFL score of at least 580 for paper-based test and 237 

for the computer-based version. 

Satisfying the minimum entrance requirements does not guarantee admission, which is made 

on a competitive basis, and is dependent on the faculty resources and the number of 

available slots for new candidates to enter the Program. 

The MPH Program adheres to the Universityôs Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity policies in 

all its recruitment and admission activities.  The Program recruits and admits qualified students 

regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, or 

veteranôs status.  In line with the Universityôs Strategic Plan, the Program is increasing its focus on 

recruiting minority students. 

Steps in Applying to the MPH Program 

Submit the following directly to the Program Director: 

Á MPH application 

Á Statement of personal and professional objectives (1½ to 2-pages) 

Á Three letters of recommendation from employers and/or previous professor 

Send all other application materials directly to the Graduate School office: 

Á Graduate school application and related fee 

Á Official college/university transcripts  

Á Official GRE or MAT scores  

Á TOEFL score (International applicants)    

For detailed information on the application process, please see Section Four of the Graduate Catalog: 

http://www.gradschool.eku.edu/gradcatalog/ 

http://www.gradschool.eku.edu/gradcatalog/
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Admission Criteria, Deadlines and Procedures, contd. 

Application Deadlines 

ALL M ATERIALS MUST BE TO THE MPH OFFICE NO LA TER THAN:  

 Fall admission:   April 15ðinternational applicants 

  July 1ðdomestic applicants 

 

Spring admission:   Oct 15ðdomestic and international applicants 

Applicants are encouraged to begin the application process at least 4 weeks (6 weeks for 

international applicants) prior to the deadline to ensure that all supporting materials are available 

by the deadline. 

Admission Procedures  

Once the Office of Graduate Education & Research has received and processed all 

application materials, the applicantôs file is forwarded to the Program Directorôs office. The 

Director then notifies the applicant once the file has been received. 

The MPH Admissions Committee meets each Fall and Spring semester 

approximately two weeks following the application deadlines listed, above. To be 

considered during a review period, a completed file must be received in the graduate school 

office by the appropriate deadline. 

The Program Director provides written notification to the Office of Graduate 

Education & Research regarding the Committeeôs decision for each applicant. The graduate 

school then sends official notice to the applicant. A follow up letter is also sent to the 

applicant from the Program Director regarding the MPH Admissions Committeeôs decision. 

Successful applicants are mailed an Intent to Enroll form/postcard that must be 

completed and returned to the Program Director to confirm intention to enroll in the 

Program. Once this is returned, orientation materials are sent to the new student. 

Individuals who accept entrance into the MPH Program are required to attend the 

New Student Orientation that is normally scheduled the Friday or Saturday during the first 

week of classes. This meeting is used to familiarize the students with the Program, as well as 

their respective options, and as an advising session to prepare the ñplanned programò of 

study. 

 

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS 

Graduate assistantships are available on a limited  basis and current students in the Program 

are generally given preference for these positions. 

ADVISING  

Advising in the MPH Program provides an individual approach to the academic and 

professional development of each student.  Upon admission to the Program, each student is 

assigned an advisor within his/her respective Program option. 
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MPH CURRICULUM OVERVIEW  
 

Eastern Kentucky University 

Master of Public Health 

MPH Core Courses (3 credit hours each) 

 EHS 850 Introduction to Environmental Health Sciences 

 HEA 810 Human Behavior Change 

 HEA 816 Public Health Organization & Administration 

 HEA 830 Biostatistics for the Health Sciences 

 HEA 855 Epidemiology and Risk Management 

 EHS 800  or Environmental Health Research Process  OR 

HEA 840 Research Methods in Community Health 

 POL 847 Strategic Planning and Grant Writing  OR 

EHS 825 Environmental Health Planning 

 

CHE Option (43 hours total) EHS Option 

MPH Core Courses (21 hrs) 

Required Courses (12 hrs) 

HEA 820, 825, 875, and 898 

Practicum (3 hrs) 

HEA 899 

Research (3-6) 

HEA 880 and one elective course 

     OR 

HEA 897-Thesis 

Students choose one of the following options: 

MPH Core Courses (21 hrs) 

Required Courses (15 hrs) 

EHS 845, 855, 865, 877, 880 

Practicum (3 hrs) 

EHS 863 

Research (3-6) 

EHS 890 and one elective course 

     OR 

EHS 899, 899c-Thesis 

MPH 895 Public Health Capstone Course (1 hr) 



  10 

MMaasstteerr  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  PPrrooggrraamm  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  ((4433--4466  sseemmeesstteerr  ccrreeddiitt  hhoouurrss))  

 MPH Core (21 semester hours) 

Course  Title Credits 

EHS 850  Introduction to Environmental Health Science 3 

HEA 810 Human Behavior Change 3 

HEA 816 Public Health Organization and Administration  3 

HEA 830 Biostatistics  3 

HEA 855 Epidemiology and Risk Management 3 

EHS 800 or 

HEA 840  

Research Methods in Environmental Health  or   Research 

Methods in Community Health      or  Research Methods 

3 

EHS 825 or 

POL 847  

Environmental Health Planning   or  Strategic Planning and 

Grant Writing 

3 

 

Students also choose an option (22-25 semester hours): 

Community Health Education or Environmental Health Science 

Community Health Education Option (22 hours) 

Required Courses (12 hours) 

HEA 820  Global Health 3 

HEA 825 Planning & Evaluation of Community Health Programs 3 

HEA 875 Seminar in Contemporary Health Issues 3 

HEA 898 Health Care Delivery 3 

Practicum (3 hours)  

HEA 899 Practicum in Community Health  3 

Research (6 hours) 

HEA 880 and 

one elective 

Special Project and                                                                               

an approved elective course*  

3 

                                     OR 

HEA 897 Thesis  6 

MPH Capstone (1 hour) 

MPH 895 Public Health Capstone Course  1 
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*Approved CHE Option Electives:  

HEA 791 Womenôs Health issues 3 

HEA 792 Human Sexuality 3 

HEA793 Death and Grief 3 

HEA 804 Drug Abuse and Dependency       3 

HEA 795 Alcohol abuse and Dependency  3 

EHS 880*  Food/Waterborne Disease 3 

Environmental Health Science Option (25 hours) 

Required Courses (15 hours) 

EHS 845 Environmental Health Standards and Compliance 3 

EHS 855 Emergency Sanitation/Shelter/Environments 3 

EHS 865 Environmental Toxicology 3 

EHS 877 Public Health Group Dynamics  3 

EHS 880 Food/Waterborne Disease 3 

Practicum (3 hours)  

EHS-863  Field Experience in Environmental Health  3 

Research (6 hours) 

EHS 890 and 

one elective 

Independent Study in Health Science and                                               

an approved elective course* 

6 

                               OR 

EHS 899 

899c  

Thesis                                                                                                

Thesis, contd. 

3             

3 

MPH Capstone (1 hour) 

MPH 895 Public Health Capstone Course  1 

*Approved EHS Option Electives:  

EHS 840 Industrial Hygiene Principals 3 

EHS 860 Air Quality and Health  3 

EHS 870 Assessing and Managing Health Risks  3 

LPS 815  Loss Prevention Administration  3 

LPS 822  Workerôs Compensation/Labor Law  3 

Total MPH Program Hours = 43 to 46 credit hours  
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Suggested Course Sequences 

Community  Health Education  Option  

For students who work full-time (3+ year completion) 

 

Fall Admission    Spring Admission 

1st Year 

FALL SEMESTER   

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences 

HEA 898ð Health Care Delivery 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 816ðPublic Hlth Org &Admin 

HEA 855ð Epidemiology & Risk Management 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change 

2nd Year 

FALL SEMESTER   

EHS 850ð Introduction to Environmental Health 

HEA 820ðGlobal Health  

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 825ð Plng & Eval of Comm Hlth Programs 

HEA 875ðSeminar Contemp Hlth Issues 

3rd Year 

FALL SEMESTER   

HEA 840ð Research Methods in CH 

HEA 899ð Practicum 

SPRING SEMESTER 

POL 847ð Strategic Planning and Grant Writing  

HEA 897ðThesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

4th Year 

FALL  SEMESTER 

HEA 897ðThesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 

1st Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 816ðPublic Hlth Org &Admin 

HEA 855ð Epidemiology & Risk Management 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change 

FALL SEMESTER   

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences 

HEA 898ð Health Care Delivery 

2nd Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 825ð Plng & Eval of Comm Hlth Programs 

HEA 875ðSeminar Contemp Hlth Issues 

FALL SEMESTER   

EHS 850ð Introduction to Environmental Health 

HEA 820ðGlobal Health  

3rd Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 840ð Research Methods in CH 

POL 847ð Strategic Planning and Grant Writing 

FALL  SEMESTER 

HEA 899ð Practicum 

HEA 897ðThesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

4th Year 

FALL  SEMESTER 

HEA 897ðThesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 
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Suggested Course Sequences, contd. 

Community  Health Education  Option  

For students who DO NOT work full-time (2½ year completion) 

 

Fall Admission    Spring Admission 

1st Year 

FALL SEMESTER   

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change 

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences 

HEA 898ð Health Care Delivery 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 816ðPublic Hlth Org &Admin 

HEA 855ð Epidemiology & Risk Management 

HEA 825ð Plng & Eval of Comm Hlth Programs 

2nd Year 

FALL SEMESTER   

EHS 850ð Introduction to Environmental Health 

HEA 820ðGlobal Health  

HEA 840ð Research Methods in CH 

SPRING SEMESTER 

POL 847ð Strategic Planning and Grant Writing 

HEA 875ðSeminar Contemp Hlth Issues 

HEA 897-Thesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

HEA 899ð Practicum 

3rd Year 

FALL SEMESTER   

HEA 897-Thesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 

1st Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 816ðPublic Hlth Org &Admin 

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences 

HEA 825ð Plng & Eval of Comm Hlth Programs 

FALL SEMESTER   

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change 

HEA 855ð Epidemiology & Risk Management 

HEA 898ð Health Care Delivery 

2nd Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 850ð Introduction to Environmental Health 

HEA 875ðSeminar Contemp Hlth Issues 

POL 847ð Strategic Planning and Grant Writing 

FALL SEMESTER   

HEA 820ðGlobal Health  

HEA 840ð Research Methods in CH 

HEA 897ðThesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

3rd Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 899ð Practicum 

HEA 897ðThesis  (3 hrs) or 

HEA 880ð Special Projects or Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 



  14 

Suggested Course Sequences, contd. 

Environmental Health Science Option  

For students who work full-time (3+ year completion) 

 

Fall Admission    Spring Admission 

1st Year 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 845ðEnviron. Health Stnds & Compliance  

EHS 850ðIntroduction to Environmental Health 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 825ðEnviron. Health Planning  

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

EHS 877ðPublic Health Group Dynamics 

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change 

2nd Year 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 800ðResearch Methods in Environ. Health 

EHS 865ðEnvironmental Toxicology 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 816ðPublic Health Organization & Admin. 

HEA 855ð Epidemiology & Risk Management 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

EHS 855ðEmerg. Sanitation/Shelter/Environments 

EHS 880ðFood/Waterborne Disease 

3rd Year 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 863ðPracticum 

EHS 899ðThesis 

or  
HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 899cðThesis, contd or  

HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 

1st Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 825ðEnviron. Health Planning  

EHS 850ð Introduction to Environmental Health 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

EHS 877ðPublic Health Group Dynamics 

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 845ðEnviron. Health Stnds & Compliance  

HEA 855ðEpidemiology & Risk Management 

2nd Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

HEA 816ðPublic Health Organization & Admin. 

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences  

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

EHS 855ðEmerg. Sanitation/Shelter/Environments 

EHS 880ðFood/Waterborne Disease 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 800ðResearch Methods in Environ. Health 

EHS 865ðEnvironmental Toxicology  

3rd Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 863ðPracticum 

EHS 899ðThesis 

or  
HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 899cðThesis, contd or  

HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 
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Suggested Course Sequences, contd. 

Environmental Health Science Option  

For students who DO NOT work full-time (2½ year completion) 

 

Fall Admission    Spring Admission 

1st Year 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 845ðEnviron. Health Stnds & Compliance  

EHS 850ðIntroduction to Environmental Health 

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 825ðEnviron. Health Planning  

HEA 816ðPublic Health Organization & Admin. 

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

EHS 877ðPublic Health Group Dynamics 

EHS 880ðFood/Waterborne Disease 

2nd Year 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 800ðResearch Methods in Environ. Health 

EHS 865ðEnvironmental Toxicology 

HEA 855ðEpidemiology & Risk Management 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 863ðPracticum 

EHS 899ðThesis 

or  
HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

EHS 855ðEmerg. Sanitation/Shelter/Environments 

3rd Year 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 899cðThesis, contd or  

HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 

1st Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 825ðEnviron. Health Planning  

EHS 850ð Introduction to Environmental Health 

HEA 816ðPublic Health Organization & Admin. 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

HEA 810ðHuman Behavior Change  

EHS 880ðFood/Waterborne Disease 

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 845ðEnviron. Health Stnds & Compliance  

EHS 865ðEnvironmental Toxicology  

HEA 855ðEpidemiology & Risk Management 

2nd Year  

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 800ðResearch Methods in Environ. Health 

HEA 830ðBiostatistics for Health Sciences 

SUMMER  SEMESTER 

EHS 877ðPublic Health Group Dynamics  

EHS 855ðEmerg. Sanitation/Shelter/Environments  

FALL SEMESTER  

EHS 863ðPracticum 

EHS 899ðThesis 

or  
HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective) 

3rd Year 

SPRING SEMESTER 

EHS 899cðThesis, contd or  

HEA 890ðIndependent Study or EHS Elective 

AND 

MPH 895ðPublic Health Capstone Course 
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Core Course Descriptions 

 

Core Courses (21 credit hours) 

EHS 850-Introduction to Environmental Health Science (3 credit hours) 

Study of the effects of the environment on personal and public health related to water and waste water 

treatment, air pollution, food hygiene, disease vectors, waste disposal, radiation, noise, institutions etc. 

as they link to chronic and communicable diseases. 

HEA 810-Human Behavior Change (3 credit hours) 

Examines selected theories and models of health behavior relevant to health promotion in individuals 

and communities. Students will analyze biological, psychological, sociological, and environmental 

influences on behavior, and evaluate strategies for health promotion. 

HEA 816-Public Health Organization and Administration (3 credit hours)  

An in-depth exploration of the public health: its historical basis; contributions to improvement in 

health; the organizational structure of public health at the local, state, and national levels; involvement 

of local, state and federal government in public health; management of public health resources 

including human resources; identification of relationship of public health alliances such as public 

health officials with managed care; and the future of public health in the United States. In addition, an 

investigation of current public health issues and efforts ameliorate public health concerns, with an 

emphasis on preventive approaches. Disease base-lining, preventive methods and public accountability 

will be emphasized in this course. 

HEA 830-Biostatistics (3 credit hours) 

This course is an introduction to basic concepts of statistics as applied to public health.  Major topics to 

be covered include descriptive statistics, theoretical distributions, probability, estimation, hypothesis 

testing, correlation, analysis of variance, and regression.   

HEA 855-Epidemiology and Risk Management (3 credit hours) 

A study of the distribution and determinates of disease and injury.  Research methodologies for human 

research, assessment and management of disease surveillance techniques will be emphasized. 

EHS 800- Environmental Health Research Process (3 credit hours) Provides the student with an in-

depth exploration of the public health/ environmental health paradigm, using instruction and hands-on 

experience in the application of quantitative and qualitative analysis in the public and environmental 

health arena. (for EH students) OR 

HEA 840-Research Methods in Community Health (3 credit hours) Emphasis will be on 

identifying a community health research problem, constructing hypotheses, selecting a research design 

and statistical analyses, and interpreting the findings of the study. (for CH students)   or 

EHS 825½Environmental Health Planning (3 credit hours) The study of the planning tools 

required for administration and implementation of environmental health Programs.    OR 

POL 847½Strategic Planning and Grant Writing (3) The study of strategic planning processes and 

the techniques of grant writing as they apply to the public and non-profit sector. Focus on federal and 

foundation grants. 
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Other Course Descriptions 

MPH Capstone 

MPH 895-Public Health Capstone Course.  (1) This capstone course will allow students the opportunity to 

integrate and apply competencies acquired through the MPH program to problems likely to be encountered in 

public health practice.  The course is designed to partially meet the culminating experience requirement for 

students in the program.  

 

Community Health Education (CHE) Option 

 

HEA 791: Womenôs Health. (3) Analysis of the major health problems of contemporary women 

with special emphasis on health promotion, disease prevention, and consumer health concerns. 

 

HEA 792: Human Sexuality. (3) Study of the biological, social, and psychological aspects of 

human sexuality. Directed primarily toward those individuals in situations, which require them to assist 

others in understanding the broad impact of oneôs sexuality. Emphasis is placed upon student 

development of logical and reasoned justifications for their own value system. 

 

HEA 795: Alcohol Abuse and Dependency. (3)  Study of the impact of alcohol related attitudes 

and behaviors on individuals and society. Includes study of influences on choices about alcohol, behavior 

change strategies, prevention, intervention, and treatment. 

 

HEA 793: Death and Grief. (3)  A study of attitudes, behaviors, and issues concerning death 

and grief. Topics include responses to death and grief throughout the life cycle; process of grief and 

bereavement; theology and death; legal aspects of dying; care of the dying; suicide; post-mortem care; 

death education. 

 

HEA804: Drug Abuse and Dependency. (3)  Study of the nature and progression of chemical 

abuse and dependency, and effects on the individual, family, and society. Includes study of strategies for 

prevention, intervention, and treatment. 

 

HEA 820: Global health. (3) Overview of the relationship between epidemiological, economic, political, 

sociological and cultural factors that impact global health. Special emphasis is on methods of 

prevention/intervention utilized in coping with health problems on an international level. 

 

HEA 830: Biostatistics. (3) This course is an introduction to basic concepts of statistics as applied to public 

health.  Major topics to be covered include descriptive statistics, theoretical distributions, probability, 

estimation, hypothesis testing, correlation and regression, analysis of variance, and non-parametric tests. 

 

HEA 875: Seminar in Contemporary Health Problems. (3) Opportunity for in-depth study of 

current health problems and issues utilizing guest speakers as the primary source of information. 

 

HEA 880: Special Projects in Health. (1-3) Individual research into a special health problem. 

Student must have the independent study proposal form approved by faculty supervisor and department 

chair prior to enrollment. 

 

HEA 897: Thesis. (6)  

 

HEA 898: Health Care Delivery. (3) This course will provide a general survey of the various 

health professions, role of comprehensive health planning concepts, and the role of the health 

professional in the health care delivery system. 

 

HEA 899: Practicum in Community Health. (3) Student will be placed in a supervised work environment in 

community health. 




